Under 13s Match Report

1st March 2009 

Cleve 34 Cinderford 9

This game was always going to be a test as both sides come in to the game unbeaten in the competition. Steve Dando had got the lads fired up for this game and right from the start the guys were in the faces of Cinderford players. It was not long before Cleve were threatening the Cinderford try line. Cinderford’s forwards were excellent at the breakdown recovering the ball on many of our attacks. Some good kicking from the Cinderford fly half gained them a lot of ground on many occasions. Cinderford were attacking our 22 when a ruck formed and unfortunately a Cleve player came in from the side and conceded a penalty that was duly kicked over by the very impressive kicker from Cinder ford.

Cleve again attacked well and eventually from a goal line clearance that was well caught by James Robinson and then after a fine run back laid off a great pass to James Floyd who scored a try in the corner. The conversion was missed making the score 5-3. Cinderford’s forwards again were bossing the breakdown and led to good field position and again a penalty was conceded on the 22 again kicked over making the score 5-6. This lead to Cinderford’s best period of the game and some excellent goal line defended stopped them from crossing the line for a try. Although Cinderford forwards bossed the breakdowns, Cleve bossed the scrums with Luke Moorhead either winning the scrums against the head or making each scrum messy. Cleve worked down the pitch and Cinderford had a scrum on their own 5-metre line. Again Luke Moorhead hooked the ball out and the backs spun the ball out and James Floyd again crossed the try line for a try again the conversion was missed making the score was 10-6. The first half saw some excellent positional kicking by Cinderford and some excellent catching and running back and kicking by both Ryan Watts at Full Back and James Robinson at wing. Cinderford worked their way up the pitch and another penalty was conceded outside the 22 however with the kicker in fine form he kick the penalty to make the score 10-9 at half time.

Steve Dando brought on McCauley Parsons for Sam Williams in the second row, took off Harley Dando put the impressive Jason Bennett from scrum half to wing. Bringing on Jed Bullen at scrum half. Joe Muxworthy returning from injury had an excellent game and found his kicking in the second half. Cleve looked to be the fitter team and in the second half this started to show and more time was spent in Cinderford’s half. Eventually after a powerful run by Max Evans who was tackled just as he was about to cross the line, excellent support play led to captain Wesley Long maintaining his record of scoring in every game of the Gloucester Cup so far. The conversion was missed making the score 15-9. Richard Lane returning to centre after a couple of impressive games at Fly Half really started getting into the game which led to him hacking a loose ball forward chasing it up and scoring a try. The conversion this time hit the post and came out making the score 20-9. It was apparent that Cleve were coming more and more dominant and Steve Dando gave everyone a run out, replacing the whole front row of Harry Bishop, Luke Moorhead and Liam Davis with Cameron Lippiat, Kieran Campbell and Tyler Lewis. An injury to McCauley Parsons allowed Tom Martin to go into the second row. Richard Lane again intercepted a pass with Cinderford chasing the game and run in from the half way line and was converted by Joe Muxworty. Cleve’s fitness was really starting to show and the action came to a close with another fine run by James Floyd resulting in him completing a hat trick of tries. Joe Muxworthy converted making the final score 34-9. After the game Steve Dando was extremely pleased that the lads had got them selves up for the game and more pleasing they did not concede a try against a very well organised and committed side. Again well-done lads lets keep this winning mentality into the knockout section.

Full Gallery at www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s 

